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Dear Parent/Carer

Thank you for your continued support in ensuring a smooth start to the new session. It has
been a pleasure to welcome approximately 900 pupils back to St Benedict’s and to continue
supporting them in their development and success.

This week, all pupils took part in year group assemblies, where they were given a clear
message: grasp every opportunity available, give 100%, show resilience and grit, and,
through all of this, live our school values in both words and actions. | also emphasised the
importance of good timekeeping and attendance as key factors in achieving success.

| was delighted to see this message reflected in action across a range of classes during my
visits and through conversations with teachers. It has been particularly encouraging to see
pupils demonstrating a positive attitude towards their learning and making the most of the
opportunities available to them.

I would also like to thank you for your continued support with our school uniform. Our high
standards of uniform help to create a strong sense of pride and belonging within our
community. They reinforce our shared identity and allow pupils to feel proud of their
school. In addition, maintaining a smart dress code helps prepare our young people for life
beyond school, where many workplaces expect professional standards of dress and
presentation.

These high standards have also been recognised beyond the school. Members of our wider
community, including local businesses such as the Malcolm Group, where one of our pupils
was recently appointed and started last month, and DWF Lawyers, have commented
positively on the smart appearance of our pupils. This is an important reflection of how our
young people represent themselves, their families and our school, and helps us to continue
building strong links with local organisations.

There is no doubt that our ongoing work to develop meaningful links with local employers is
making a significant difference to our young people. These partnerships provide valuable
opportunities, experiences and pathways into the world of work and are an important part
of our commitment to ensuring that every young person has the skills, confidence and
support they need to succeed beyond school.
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The impact of this work is reflected in our most recent 100% positive leaver destinations —
an outstanding achievement that placed St Benedict’s among only 10 schools across
Scotland to achieve this.

If you feel you could support this work by helping us to establish or develop links with an
employer or organisation, please contact the school office. We would be delighted to hear
from you.

I am also firmly of the view that the high standards we set across the school, including our
expectations around uniform, conduct, attendance, timekeeping and learning, contribute to
creating a culture where pupils are encouraged to take pride in themselves and strive for
success. It is particularly encouraging to see this culture developing alongside our
increasingly positive trajectory in attainment.

Thank you once again for your continued support. Working together, we can ensure that
every young person at St Benedict’s is encouraged to aim high, make the most of every
opportunity and achieve their full potential.

Blazer Swap

To further support families and maintain these
high standards, we will continue to operate a
blazer swap system, allowing pupils who need a
larger size (throughout the year) to simply
exchange their current blazer at no cost. Pupils
should report to the office.

PE Kit

One area | would like to highlight is PE kit. Please support us by ensuring your child wears
the designated kit or, as an alternative, a plain, non-branded blue T-shirt, which can be
purchased easily and affordably online. This again helps remove any pressure to buy
expensive branded sportswear.

Official T shirt (Link) - School wear made easy

Alternative (unbranded) examples (Links)

Option 1
Option 2
Option 3
Director of Children’s Services: Janie O’Neill (21 [ | disability
Council Headquarters, Renfrewshire House, Cotton Street, Paisley PA1 1TZ B confident
EMPLOYER

Website: www.renfrewshire.gov.uk


https://schoolwearmadeeasy.com/collections/st-benedicts-high?srsltid=AfmBOopToZfX0F_QUPiilLphCDvQapNrhWs0SUtZOOTKUeBK6Xr9gDY8
https://www.marksandspencer.com/2pk-unisex-pure-cotton-school-t-shirts-2-16-yrs-/p/clp60650478?color=ROYALBLUE&extid=ps_ps-pla-pmax_ggl_school_ch__-_UK_-_-_baussc&cq_src=google_ads&cq_cmp=20158573145&cq_con=&cq_term=&cq_med=pla&cq_plac=&cq_net=x&cq_plt=gp&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=19973632483&gbraid=0AAAAAD7g6bQXtE5KJ4cA0hMVpnBCbDT51&gclid=EAIaIQobChMInr_Cx9mljwMVP5hQBh1BIAC3EAQYASABEgLxqPD_BwE
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Fruit-Loom-Original-T-Shirt-Manufacturer/dp/B007G9PKNK/ref=asc_df_B007G9PKNK?mcid=29e88b676c4f3b2e8867ffd7633a72a2&tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=697211117437&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=11487334584344080591&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9046957&hvtargid=pla-302812533519&psc=1&hvocijid=11487334584344080591-B007G9PKNK-&hvexpln=0&gad_source=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/All-We-Do-JC001-Shirt/dp/B004NQ6JR0/ref=asc_df_B004NQ6JR0?mcid=22289988e97839359b7a0f95fc69de50&tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=697353483086&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=10886398241613254289&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9046957&hvtargid=pla-591020311917&psc=1&hvocijid=10886398241613254289-B004NQ6JR0-&hvexpln=0&gad_source=1
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Donations

We would greatly appreciate any good quality school uniform items your child no longer
uses—such as trousers, jumpers, or PE kit—that could benefit other pupils. Donations can
be handed in at the school office.

Breakfast Club

Finally, this year we will again be offering our St Benedict’s Breakfast Club on Wednesdays
and Thursdays.

We hope that the breakfast club will help ease some of the pressures on families during this
challenging cost-of-living period, while providing pupils with a nutritious start to the day, an
extra energy boost and a positive environment in which to begin their school day.

At this important time of year, we hope it will also support pupils as they settle into their
routines and ensure they are ready to learn and make the most of the opportunities
available to them.

Thank you once again for your continued support as we work together to maintain high
standards for all of our young people.
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Yours faithfully

Alan —T;-S‘N"' l

Alan Taylor
Head Teacher
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